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170 The Old Testambkt Student. 

22. God did not set apart the day chiefly for the sake of slaves and beasts but 
that it might be celebrated with homage to God. 

23. But it was not a mere ordinance. It was a benefit also. 

24. The reason for the sabbatic rest given in the decalogue makes the sabbatic 
rest signify both an ordinance and a benefit. 

25 and 26. The writer of Deuteronomy makes the reason for sabbatic rest both 
an ordinance and a benefit. He probably knew the reason given in the decalogue 
but omitted it to make room for another. 

27 and 28. " Liber sanctitatis " predicates rest on the sanctity of the day to 
Jehovah. 

29. There is no occasion for us to suppose that Ezechiel was the first to lay 
down this reason for sabbatic rest. 

30. Even if Ezechiel had invented that reason it could not be contended that 
the nature of the Sabbath was different in his day from what it had been. 

31. Exod. XXXI., 16-17 are later than Exod. xx., 11 and were inserted into the 
"librum sanctitatis" before it was received into tlie "librum elohisticum" 
(A. PC). 

32. Even if the writer of A. PC. had been the first to give thi-; reason for sab- 
batic rest it does not follow that he thought differently from earlier writers con- 
cerning the nature of sabbatic rest. W. W. Evarts, Jr. 



THE TALMUD AGAIN. 



The hue and cry against the Jews has brouglit forth a considerable literature. 
In this a peculiar place must be given to the work entitled "An Opinion on the 
Talmud of the Hebrews."* It was written in the year 1802 and not intended for 
publication but for the information of a personal friend. The author Karl Fischer 
was censor of the press for the department of Hebrew, was a thorough Hebrew 
scholar, a devout Christian and a strongly upright man — these particulars are 
taken from the brief introduction to the present work. 

The work itself begins with a statement as to the wide variety of opinions ex- 
pressed concerning the Talmud; wherefore the author thinks there is room for 
one more. He does not propose to go at length into the history of the work, but 
simply describes its form, then passes to the great controversy of the fifteenth 
century between the monks and Reuchlin. This is related at considerable length. 
The opinion of Christian scholars is quoted — Fabricius, Wagenseil, Buxtorf , Light- 
foot and others with a reference to the literature of the subject. 

The author next gives a number of Talmudic passages which resemble sayings 
of Christ or of the Apostles. He considers the charge that the Talmud cariies on 
a polemic against Christians and shows that at least in a majority of instances the 
charge is false. He gives at length (with a translation) the disclaimer of the Au- 
strian Jews published in 1767 in view of such an accusation. One might think 
this protest composed with a special view to the slandfers of Rohling. A second 
charge (that the Talmud makes it lawful for the Jews to cheat and rob the Chris- 
tians) is considered at some length and refuted from Jewish sources. 



* Outmeinung ueber den Talmud der Htbrae&r. Verfasst von Karl Fischer, k. k. Zensor, 
Bevlsor und Translator im hebraeischen Fach zu Prag. (Nach einem Manuscript vom Jahre 1802.) 
Wlen, 1883. (VII and 113 pages 8vo.) 
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The rest of the book is occupied with a consideration of legendary or fabulous 
passages on account of which reproach is brought against the Talmud. They are 
justified in part as having a basis of fact (how many specimens of animals have 
been exterminated!), in part as being parallel to the myths of Classic literature 
(at which no one takes offence), in part as being allegory or containing a higher 
sense. In accordance with the opinion thus expressed the author declares that he 
will so administer his censorship as not to compel the Jews to publish mutilated 
editions of their Talmud and not to take away any copies already in their posses- 
sion. The whole book makes an agreeable impression as being a well considered 
expression on the part of a competent judge. It is besides interesting for the 
amount of information it contains on a subject of which the most of us must con- 
fess extreme ignorance. 

In this controversy as in every other allowance must be made for party feeling. 
The Christian reader will feel less sympathy with Dr. JelUnek* than with Censor 
Fischer. The Jewish Rabbi is carried away by liis affection. He finds all perfec- 
tion in the venerable code of the Oral Law. His first discourse entitled, " What 
is the beginning and what is the end of the Talmud " proposes to make us ac- 
quainted with the "intellectual keenness, the spiritual wealth, the readiness, the 
wit and wisdom, the mildness, the kindness, the pitying and compassionate heart 
of our ancient sages." One feels at once that the case is prejudged. The method 
of proof (if such it may be called) does not destroy this impression. The lofty 
Jewish conception is dwelt upon, as embodied in the '^X")^'* ^OJJ'~t)ut it 
need not be said that this is a Biblical verse and not distinctively Talmudic. 
The second discourse on " The Talmud full of Life " errs in the same direc- 
tion. " He who studies iii this work with zeal becomes a man of free and 
independent spirit [!], is trained to make full use of his intellectual powers, to 
analyze all things, to seek their origin, their composition, and their relations." 

It will be said that allowance must be made for a preacher in the presence 
of a sympathetic congregation. The reply is— a preacher must preach the truth; 
and especially when he publishes his statements must expect them to be crit- 
icized if too strongly colored. H. P. Smith. 



THE REVISION OF LUTHER'S BIBLE, t 



This is an address on the progress of revision in Germany, by one of the com- 
mittee engaged in the work. The author speaks first of Luther's own ideal of a 
translation of the Scriptures, in accordance with which he introduced changes in 
each new edition published during his life. Since his time of course there have 
been many changes in the use of language, and recent editors have followed 
Luther's example not always with his skill. The variations in copies of what is 
known as Luther's translation are consequently numerous and there is great need 
that the text be at least fixed so as to secure uniformity. Some years ago the 
question was raised whether this might not be done by a commission who should 
also be competent to correct at least obvious mistakes. After considerable discus- 
sion a commission was appointed. Their first meeting was held in 1865. The 



* Der Talmud^ude. Eeden vonDr. Ad. Jellikek. I(U pages), II (U pages). Wieu, 1882. 
tDfc Be-oMon der Luth^risehen Bthe-L-Uebersetzung von Lie. Ernst Kuhn. Halle 1883. 



